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Overview 
The Northern Command experienced a 25% increase in total crashes during the month 
of March as compared to the previous month. Property crashes increased 19.5%; 
injury crashes increased 39.5%, however, fatal crashes decreased by 50% and DUI 
crashes decreased by 5.9%. The majority of the increase in crashes occurred during 
the afternoon and evening commutes in Reno and Carson City. 
 
The construction zones in the Reno “Spaghetti Bowl” and the North McCarran/Clear 
Acre interchange continue to be high crash areas. A significant increase in crashes and 
traffic congestion occurred in this area when NDOT re-striped the lanes during the first 
part of March. Command supervisors worked with NDOT in getting the road re-striped 
which in turn resulted in a decrease in congestion and crashes. 
 
The Northern Command’s overall field enforcement activities increased 4% as 
compared to March 2004 and 5.1% as compared to the previous month. March showed 
the following increases and decreases: speed violations increased 17.7%, hazardous 
moving violations increased 10.5%, and occupant restraint violations increased 12.4%. 
DUI arrests from crashes decreased 5.9%, DUI arrests prior to crashes decreased 
11.8% and other arrests decreased by 19.1%. As noted above, both the number of 
DUI arrests and DUI related crashes decreased. It appears that the aggressive DUI 
enforcement activities by the swing and graveyard troopers are proving successful. 
This area will be closely watched to see if the trend continues.   
 
Commercial Enforcement’s overall activities in March increased significantly when 
compared to February. Hazardous moving violations increased 62.5%, safety 
inspection citations increased by 108%, safety violations repair orders increased by 
52%, school bus inspections increased by 168%, dyed fuel inspections increased by 
97.6%, the number of trucks weighed increased by 166.5% and overweight citations 
increased by 283.3%. 
 
During the third week of March, two Northern Command Commercial Troopers and one 
Sergeant participated in the S.T.E.P. Program, in an effort to reduce the accidents in 
the Las Vegas Valley. During the three day operation, 66 vehicles were stopped and 
inspected resulting in 33 moving violations, 300 Mechanical Repair Orders, and 87 
citations issued.         
 
Our Public Information Officer program continues to present the Department of Public 
Safety in an outstanding manner. The new Mobile Command Center was shown to the 
media on March 22 which generated three television interviews and an article in the 
local newspaper. The PIO and another trooper continue to host the “Trooper Talk” 
radio show.    
 
The Communications Center experienced a 14.4% increase in radio transmissions and 
a 15.3% increase of CAD incidents in March as compared to February. Overtime 
decreased by 69.5% as compared to the same period last year and decreased 38.5% 
from last month.   
 
All Northern Command personnel are commended for their outstanding work. 

NORTHERN COMMAND
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CRASH ANALYSIS AND OVERVIEW 
                

March   
2005 

  

March    
2004 % Change   

February  
2005 % Change 

Total Crashes 360  329 9.4%   288 25.0% 

Property Crashes [including commercial vehicles] 239  219 9.1%   200 19.5% 

Injury Crashes   [including commercial vehicles] 120  107 12.1%   86 39.5% 

Fatal Crashes     [including commercial vehicles] 1  3 -66.7%   2 -50.0% 

DUI Crashes       [DUI charged] 16  16 0.0%   17 -5.9% 

Total persons killed in fatal crashes 1  5 -80.0%   2 -50.0% 

Total drivers killed without seatbelts 0  2 -200.0%   1 -100.0% 

Total passengers killed without seatbelts 0  1 -100.0%   0 0.0% 

Total drivers killed with seatbelts 1  0 100.0%   0 100.0% 

Total passengers killed with seatbelts 0  0 0.0%   0 0.0% 

Total persons killed - seatbelts not applicable 0  2 -200.0%   1 -100.0% 

Total number of commercial vehicle crashes 12  8 50.0%   15 -20.0% 

Property crashes involving commercial vehicles 7  5 40.0%   14 -50.0% 

Injury crashes involving commercial vehicle 5  3 66.7%   1 400.0% 

Fatal crashes involving commercial vehicle 0  0 0.0%   0 0.0% 
        

Percentage of fatal crashes to total crashes         0.3% 
        

Percentage of DUI crashes to total crashes     4.4% 
        

Percentage of persons killed without seatbelts to total persons killed   0% 
        

Percentage of commercial vehicle crashes to total crashes   3.3% 
 
The month of March showed an increase in vehicle crashes. This increase can be attributed to 
a few factors. When comparing March 2005 to February 2005 it must be considered that 
March is 3 days longer than February which equates to an almost 11% increase. This in and 
of itself will increase the count when looking at a monthly comparison. 
 
The Reno Urban area had an increase in crashes that are directly influenced by the 
construction zones in the areas of the “Spaghetti Bowl” and the North McCarran/Clear Acre 
interchange. Construction in these areas has accelerated in an attempt to get the project 
back on the time line set at the beginning of the project. This of course increases the amount 
of construction traffic in the area. Numerous lane modifications due to the constructions have 
made the morning, afternoon and evening commute through these areas a challenge for the 
motoring public. Due to this the afternoon and evening commute were hit the hardest with 
increases in crash rates. 
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FIELD ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 
[Analysis and review of current reporting period, versus same period in previous fiscal year, versus previous reporting period] 

              
March   
2005 

  

March    
2004 % Change   

February   
2005 % Change 

DUI arrests from crashes ** 16  16 0.0%  17 -5.9% 

DUI arrests prior to crashes ** 82  73 12.3%  93 -11.8% 

Other Arrests 393  444 -11.5%  486 -19.1% 

Total persons arrested (DUI included) **    191  201 -5.0%  209 -8.6% 

Speed violations 2151  2115 1.7%  1828 17.7% 

Hazardous moving violations 715  659 8.5%  647 10.5% 

Occupant restraint violations *      453  391 15.9%  403 12.4% 

Total violations [above violations included] 5527  5313 4.0%  5258 5.1% 

Commercial Enforcement        

Hazardous moving violations - citations/arrests 26  10 160.0%  16 62.5% 

Other traffic violations - citations/arrests 26  20 30.0%  26 0.0% 

Total safety inspections [level 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6] 694  757 -8.3%  488 42.2% 

Terminal inspections        [level 5]  CR only 0  13 0.00%  0 0.00% 

Total safety violations  --  citation 307  320 -4.1%  147 108.8% 

Total safety violations  --  repair order 2050  1607 27.6%  1349 52.0% 

Total vehicles placed “Out of Service” 133  115 15.7%  149 -10.7% 
Total drivers placed “Out of Service” 64  40 60.0%  120 -46.7% 

Total school buses inspected 255  151 68.9%  95 168.4% 

Total school buses placed “Out of Service” 68  29 134.5%  25 172.0% 

Total trucks weighed 413  558 -26.0%  155 166.5% 

Total overweight citations 69  53 30.2%  18 283.3% 

Total dyed fuel inspections 808  607 33.1%  409 97.6% 

Total dyed fuel citations 2  2 0.0%  0 200.0% 
*  Seat belt and child restraint        
**   Commercial Enforcement Activity Included         
 

The increase in vehicle crashes affects the amount of patrol time that the officers have for 
proactive enforcement. Even with the reduction in proactive patrolling there was an increase 
in overall activity for the month of March. Enforcement activity is up showing that the officers 
are doing more with less time and resources. 
 
One other factor that has an effect on our enforcement is the prolonged absence of personnel 
due to extended medical reasons and the slight increase in health related leave by personnel. 
The month of March had a leave equivalent of 10 officers off for various leave reasons 
including; sick leave, annual leave and compensatory leave. 
 
Although the arrest statistics are down there is one item of note. The number of Driving 
Under the Influence (DUI) arrests is down but as can be seen the number of DUI related 
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crashes is down as well. The aggressive patrolling for DUI offenders during the evening and 
graveyard hours seems to be proving successful, continued efforts in this area will be 
watched to see if the correlation continues.  
 
COMMERCIAL ENFORCEMENT 
 

• March is the final month of the second quarter of the current Federal Fiscal Year.  This 
fiscal year continues through September 30, 2005.   

• In March, the Commercial Section of the Northern Command continued to strive in 
order to meet all of the Federal Goals, established by the CVSP (Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Plan) for this fiscal year. 

• The Northern Command, Commercial Section met and or exceeded all of the goals as 
set by the CVSP.  This increase in activity, again this month can be attributed to the 
better weather conditions. 

• During the month of March, the Commercial Enforcement Section scheduled four (4) 
check-sites and was able to operate all four (4).  Pre-Pass was used at two (2) of these 
check-sites. 

• During the month of March, the Commercial Enforcement Section investigated one (1) 
collision and assisted with 18 other collisions. The section expended a total of 31.16 
hours assisting the traffic section with traffic control and accident investigations. 

• Of these collisions only one (1) involved a commercial vehicle.  While assisting traffic, 
the Commercial Troopers were still able to conduct a total of 694 safety inspections, 
and increase of 206 inspections over last month. 

• The total number of citations and Mechanical Repair Orders issued during the month of 
March, again increased for the second month in a row, a direct result of the better 
weather. 

• Commercial Enforcement Troopers issued 26 Hazardous Moving Violations compared to 
the 16 issued last month. 

• The school bus inspection program continues to be on track. However, the Out-of-
Service rate has increased for the seconded month in a row. 

o This month, 255 busses were inspected and 68 were found to be in an Out-of-
Service condition. The CVSI’s will watch this trend and insure it does not 
continue.  All efforts will be done to insure the rate drops. 

 
AIR OPERATIONS 
 
Air 1 flew at total of 53.1 hours during March. 7 of 12 scheduled speed enforcement missions 
were flown. One mission was cancelled due to inclement weather, one for unscheduled 
maintenance, two for a shortage of manpower due to accidents and one was cancelled for a 
stolen vehicle pursuit. 303 citations were issued as a result of air operations. 
 
Four in state prisoner transports were conducted. 
 
On March 4, a flatbed tow truck was stolen at gunpoint outside of Wells on Interstate 80 and 
a pursuit was commenced westbound. Air 1 met up with the pursuit near Winnemucca and 
stayed with the vehicle until the pursuit was successfully terminated west of Lovelock. During 
this time, the aircraft provided bird’s eye view and communications support for the ground 
units and both dispatch centers. 
 
On March 16, a tractor trailer hauling explosives overturned on the Pyramid highway, spilling 
its load. The aircraft was used to report the extent and circumstances of the spill.  
 
The NDI polygraph examiner was transported to Elko on the 18th to perform polygraph tests. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES March   
2005 

  

March    
2004 % Change   

February   
2005 % Change 

COMMUNICATION CENTER  
 

     

     Radio Transmissions 100092 
 

102980 -2.8%  87479 +14.4% 

     CAD incidents 10775 
 

10830 -0.5%  9342 +15.3% 
        

FRONT OFFICE  
 

     

     Accident Reports Processed 328 
 

296 10.81%  348 -5.75% 

     Arrest Reports Processed 186 
 

75 148%  149 24.83% 

     Incident / Officer Reports Processed 8 
 

Unk Unk  11  -27.27% 

     Office Accident Reports Taken 20 
 

41 -51.22%  21 -4.76% 
        

COURT / WARRANT 422 
 

613 -31.16%  407 3.69% 

     Warrants Received 615 
 

831 -26%  400 53.75% 

     Warrants Entered 501 
 

692 -27.60%  473 5.92% 

     Warrants Cleared 186 
 

388 -52.06%  173 7.51% 

     Warrants Validated 4,477 
 

4,518 -.90%  3,050 46.79% 

     Extradition / Transports 28 
 

35 -20%  15 153.33% 
        

EVIDENCE  
 

     

     New Cases Submitted 34 
 

31 -8.82%  47 38.24% 

     New Items Submitted 42 
 

92 119.05%  72 71.43% 

     Items Disposed 49 
 

44 -10.20%  40 -18.37% 

        
 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 
 
The Northern Command Communication center currently has two vacant Public Safety 
Dispatcher positions. An open competitive list was obtained from the recruitment and 
interviews will be concluded in April of 2005. The vacant shift supervisor position has been 
tentatively filled and the new PSD IV, the new employee will begin work April 18th. Total 
work hours lost decreased by 13.2% since last month primarily due to a drop in Annual leave 
and Sick leave usage. Compensatory time increased from 10 to 38.5 hours. Overtime 
decreased by 69.5% when compared to the same period last year and 38.5% when compared 
to last month. This is primarily due to the increased use of flexible scheduling and day off 
trading. 
 
The radio transmissions in March decreased by 2.8% when compared to last March and 
increased by 14.4% when compared to last month. The CAD incidents decreased by 0.5% 
when compared to last March and increased by 15.3% when compared to last month. March 
of 2005 did not have many significant weather related events, probably accounting for the 
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minor change over the same period last year. The increased levels from last month are likely 
accounted for in the number of calendar days used.  
   
FRONT OFFICE 
 
The front office work hours lost continues to decrease. This reporting period saw a decrease 
from February of 46%. Compensatory time taken was 2 hours. The majority of the 128 hours 
of leave was sick leave due to flu season. Sixteen hours of training were provided to the 
supervisor for OSHA safety, and another state class for an Admin Assistant II. No overtime 
was used during this month. Crossroads training was provided to the Citation clerk, and the 
backlogged citations are current through January 14th. One AAII position is still being utilized 
at the Carson City Substation two days a week to assist in processing their arrest and 
accident reports. 
 
The number of accident reports processed remains steady at 328. One hundred eighty-six 
arrest reports were processed.  These numbers include reports from the previous month that 
were just received. Office reports taken were 20. 
 
COURT WARRANTS 
 
The staff is current with entering warrants through the middle of March. This is mainly due to 
both clerks having to use sick leave, and annual leave that had been previously granted. The 
citation clerk continues to answer phones, take clears from the courts, pull, and process the 
clears through NCJIS. With this, the citation clerk processed 4,477 citations this reporting 
period.  
 
Stats: Warrants entered this period increased by 54%. This was in combination with a 7.5% 
increase in validations, and a 6% increase in warrants cleared. Warrants received remained 
steady with only a 3.7% increase. 
 

EVIDENCE 
 
The evidence tech had an increase of 38% in new cases submitted, with a 71% increase in 
new items submitted.  Other duties performed were placing several orders for the Reno 
office, and our Region.  Cases for disposal purposes are still being researched.  The last week 
of the month was spent in Las Vegas, assisting in conducting an audit on their evidence vault.  
It took five days to complete the assignment.   The duty of running negatives for photo 
reproduction has been reassigned to the Storekeeper.  A new records storage shed was 
secured at Ample Storage, and time was spent assisting the front office supervisor in the 
organization of archived material. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 
The month of March had several events that were staffed by our agency. Two of the larger 
events were the showcasing of the new Mobile Command Center (MCC) and the preparation 
of the “Cops on Doughnut Shops” fund raiser for Special Olympics Nevada. The MCC was 
shown to the media on March 22nd at the Reno NHP office which generated 3 television 
interviews and a complete news article in the Reno Gazette-Journal. The MCC was also on 
display at the Special Olympics fund raiser and was seen by many of the visiting patrons. 
Additionally, 4 driver’s education classes were instructed at 2 local high schools and the 
community college in Carson City. In addition to the usual radio and television interviews, 
Trooper Allen also completed 2 on-set interviews with Channel 8 regarding our special 
enforcement for the St. Patrick’s Day holiday and for the Special Olympics event. As well as 
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our weekly radio show labeled “Trooper Talk” which can be heard every Tuesday at 4:00 pm, 
we are doing several early morning live traffic reports on KUUB 94.5 FM. As we begin the 
month of April, there are a few career fairs on the calendar and a volunteer day scheduled for 
the Habitat for Humanity organization. Members of the NHP honor guard are scheduled to 
help with the construction of a home for a needy family.  
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